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How S3P supports regions?
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Reasons for opening up Smart Specialisation
Strategies (Internationalisation of S3)

 get access to wider business and knowledge networks

 get necessary research capacity

 reaching out to other markets

 expanding business opportunities

 combining complementary strengths

 joining GVCs

 etc.
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How S3P supports Thematic platforms?



Envisaged stages of the workflow
Learn: interregional knowledge building
 'Expression of interest' to propose a theme and a candidate lead-

region
 Joint identification of cooperation areas within the broader 

priority domains, in perspective of co-investment.
Connect: key stakeholder search and matching
 Consolidation of this scoping note and establishment of a work plan 

with a coalition of regions
 matchmaking between the relevant actors to identify co-investment 

projects (an action plan for 1 year)
Demonstrate: support to deployment of innovative products/ 
services
 Preparing fundable projects and business plans 
 Developing investment projects
 Operationalisation of Joint Demonstration 
Upscale: financing, communication, documentation and 
knowledge management
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Join an existing proposal/ partnership

Regions/ countries need to consider:

 if the theme is linked to their S3 priority(-ies)
 if they have dedicated resources (for co-investment) to 

implement activities in this area
 if collaboration is of mutual benefit for all participating 

regions 

and also:

what they would like to achieve from such partnership
what they are bringing in
how they see the their region's activities fit into the 

possible value chains that would be developed by participating 
regions
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European Commission aims to…

• support the development and enhancement of European eco-systems for
interregional collaboration based on areas of smart specialisation.

• facilitate the exchange of experience, mutual learning and cooperation to
achieve better matching of business entities with research, as well as innovation
actors with their business counterparts.

• prepare guidance material on the role of regional authorities in co-creating and
developing European value chains in key smart specialisation niches.

Access to new 
funding and

New 
Markets

Co-funded

Joint 
Calls

Areas of 

Shared 
Interest

Demonstration 
Projects (TRL6/7)

Joint 
Pilots

R&D Design Production Logistics Marketing New Value 
Chain

Initial Focus

New Products
and Services

New 
Value Chains
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Support mechanisms
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Qualification criteria for the partnerships

 Relevance and importance of the proposed thematic 
areas: transformative and innovative idea, clear added-
value, sufficient granularity, business interest, synergies, 
etc.

 Level of ambition and commitment (political and 
financial)

 Leadership: two or more regions have commitment as 
lead-regions

 Number of regions involved and geographical balance
 Envisaged involvement of stakeholders (industry, 

academia, public authorities, civil society), including cluster 
organisations and business networks

 Links to RIS3 priority areas
 Openness towards other regions
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Robotics
as an 
explicit S3 
priority at 
EYE@RIS3
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S3P-Industry – Thematic Areas (1/3)
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S3P-Industry – Thematic Areas (2/3)
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S3P-Industry – Thematic Areas (3/3)
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S3P-Industry – work progress overview
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Vision. The vision of the partnership was consensually agreed upon. It is formulated 
below: 

“The Sport Partnership aims to support EU regions committed to generate a 
pipeline of business investment projects in the sport sector” 

 

 

Rationale. The rationale was also elaborated further and is presented below: 

“Follow ing a bottom-up approach - implemented through interregional 
cooperation, cluster participation and business involvement as well as 

aligning specialization profiles of the partner regions” 
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S3 Platform webpage:  http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu

Email:  JRC S3P INDUSTRY, JRC-S3P-INDUSTRY@ec.europa.eu

Stay in touch

http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/
mailto:JRC-S3P-INDUSTRY@ec.europa.eu
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