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EU Commission and EuRobotics Announce
Largest Robotics Program and Funding

17 June 2014 National Security, Critical Infrastructure, Urban Security

The European Commission and euRobotics, a cooperation between 180
companies and research organisations, recently announced the world’s largest
civil reseach and innovation program on robotics.

The Commission will invest 700 million euros and euRobotics 4 billion euros in this
initiative, called Sparc (http://sparc-robotics.eu/about/). The program focuses
on a broad range of sectors, including the manufacturing industry, agriculture,
health, and security. The goal is to strengthen Europe's position in the robotics
market. An extra 20,000 European jobs in this sector and an increase of the
European market share to 42% in 2020 is expected.

Neelie Kroes, vice-president of the European Commission, argues: "The robotics
revolution is happening now. We should not follow it, but lead it. Robots can
improve our economy, our lives, our jobs. Robots are not cutting humans out of
the equation: they are partners for a better future. Let SPARC be a metaphor for
igniting the robotics revolution here in Europe”.

Sparc can be very interesting for several HSD partners, e.g. partners working on
drones.

Click here (http://www.engineersonline.nl/nieuws/id23668-eu-start-
s-werelds-grootste-roboticaprogramma--240-000-nieuwe-banen-
verwacht.html) for more information about the program in Dutch.

Click here (http://automatica-munich.com/link/en/27743158#27743158) for
more information about the program in English.
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Important application areas

Manufacturing & industry

assembling cars, moving
palettes & other goods

inspection of pressure vessels
& storage tanks used in oil,
gas & petrochemical industry;
rescue missions

Healthcare 7 ) Environment
minimal-invasive surgery i' w g cleaning waste, water and air
-

Home care Transport

assisting elderly autonomous vehicles

& disabled people such as cars & drones
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ec.europa.eu/digital-agenda/robotics W @RoboticsEU
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